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WHAT IS CLAIMED : 

1. A device for use in /conjunction with a 
computer display apparatus and a fixed surface, comprising: 
a stylus; 

means supportable^ on a fixed surface and 
coupled to said stylus for supptorting said stylus while 
allowing at least a plurality jot degrees of freedom in the 
motion of said stylus; and 

means for producing a stylus locative signal 
responsive to and corresponding with the position of the 
stylus at any point in tim«4 during its normal operation, said 
stylus locative signal prySviding information for use by a 
computer display apparati 


inClaim 1 wherein 



supporting means is a me 


' ' 3-; ft~dHVice as re cited In C laiiaj 3 wherj 

O 2^ stylus locative signal meai 
m?rhR n ii [ i . i 1 1 hTTTi i ji^ 


-tn-tHSffimunication with said 


4 . A device as r 
stylus locative signal means 
stylus. 




.ted in Claifa 1 wherein said 
irn communication with said 



5. A device as recited An Claim 1 further 
omprising: 

a remote unit having switch capable of being 
in an on state and an off state/ and 

command means t/iggered by said switch when 
said switch is in its on staty^ for generating a command 
signal for receipt by a comp/ter. 


230362.07 


Attorney Docket No. I0369-900100/PNC 


1 I 


-•17- 


3 \^ 

A device as recited in Claim/d wherein said 
remote unit is a foot pedal unit. 



9. A device as recited 
comprising means for providing re 
the stylus. 

10. A device as recite 
stylus has pencil-like configura 
manipulated. 



m 1 further 
ce to the motion of 


m 1 wherein said 
ich can be manually 



230362.07 



Attorney Docket No. I0369-900100/PNC 


10 


-18- 


12. A method for interfaci/ig a user and a computer 
display apparatus, comprising the styfeps of; 
providing a stylus; 

coupling to said stilus a support apparatus 
supportable on a fixed surface fo/ supporting said stylus 
while allowing at least a plurality of degrees of freedom in 
the motion of said stylus; and 

providing means kor producing a stylus 
locative signal responsive to ind corresponding with the 
position of the stylus at any /point in time during its normal 
operation, said stylus locaty^e signal providing information 
for use by a computer displav apparatus. 


- motho 

support apparatus is a m 


14 . A method as recited 
stylus locative signal means is in 
mechanical linkage. 



Claim "13 wherein said 
inication with said 


H mecnoa as recTt^d In Claim 12 wherein sai{ 
stylus locative signal means is in communication wi^ii-gaid 
stylus. 

16. A method as recite^,-^ Clai)n 12 further 
comprising the steps of: 

providin^^^remote unit having switch^ capable 
of being in an on^^Jstf^e and an off state; and 

providing a command signal generator triggered 
by saisi-s^ntch when said switch is in its on state for 


SFating a command signal for receit>t by a~c ompUtef . 


n 


17. A method as 
remote unit is a foot peda 



cited in Claim 16 wherein said 
unit. 
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IS. A method as recited inMClaim 13 wherein said 
mechanical linkage includes three/inflividual components. 

19. A method as recite^^n^laiiiNiB wherein said 
mechanical linkage includes at lea|§t three joints. 

~~ A method as recited in CT^ yi 12 t T nLhei^ 

comprising means for providing resistance to the motipn^of 
the stylus. 


c 


21. A method as recited in Cl^aim 12 wherein said 
stylus has pencil-like conf iguratiop-^ich can be manually 
manipulated. 

^ IS- 


as recited in Claim -Hr further 


22. A devic* 
comprising the stepg of: 

'Oppa^iffi feedback means for generating force 
by said supfSortjj^ane- in response to force signals provided 
to sai^^evice, said force signals correlated to information 
di|gjC ^ , pri nn c o mputer dicplay apparatuo. _ 
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23. In a computer system havirig a main unit and 
cursor control functions and command coi/trol functions which 
are triggered remotely from said main ydit, a device for 
interfacing a user and computer, comprising: 

a remote command c<^trbl unit separate from a 
cursor control unit having a switch i:apable of being in an on 
state and an off state; 

command means tri^ 
said switch is in its on state fo^ generating a command 
signal representative of a commanfl from a user to a computer; 
and 


by said switch when 


transmission meat 
command signal to said compute] 


for transmitting said 
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24. A device as recited iry Claim 21 wherein said 
remote command control unit is a foot pedal unit. 
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25. In a computer systeW having a main unit and 
cursor control functions and command control functions which 
are triggered remotely from said wain unit, a system for 
interfacing a user and computer comprising the steps of: 

providing a remote command control unit 
separate from a cursor control uftit having a switch capable 
of being in an on state and an dff state; 

generating a comihand signal representative of 
a command from a user to a computer when said switch is in 
its on state; and 

transmitting sdid command signal to said 

computer . 



26. A system as Recited in Claim 23 wherein said 
remote command control unity' is a foot pedal unit. 
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